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John 18.1-27








Falling and Rising 
FAMILIAR GOSPEL Story / GOSPEL = Good News

SOMBER EVENTS – recorded in All 4 Gospels – Final Day of Jesus on Earth
HISTORICAL Facts > HORRIBLE Events make these 4 books GOSPELS

If Jesus did NOT HAVE this BAD DAY we would not have GOOD NEWS!

SAME Event told by 4 Authors – Slight Different Emphasis > ALL TRUE

1. Sovereign King

a. Power > Man Fleeing on Dark Night – POWERFUL KING??
v. 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley…

ONE MILE Journey > Jerusalem FULL of Visitors > Celebration of PASSOVER 

Kidron Valley is located on the eastern side of Jerusalem
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2 Samuel > King David made SAME JOURNEY > Fleeing for his Life 
REJECTED King: Son ABSALOM Usurped Throne – Chased Dad out of Town 
1000 yrs later Son of David crossed Kidron Valley > He too Betrayed by OWN
PARADOX of Gospel – Man in all his Weakness > God in all His Glory 

Poor Baby wrapped in Rags in Feeding Trough – Skies Filled with Glory, Angels

Visited by Outcast Jewish Shepherds – Given Precious Gifts by Foreign Kings 

Exhausted Traveler Sleeping in Boat – Wakes to Calm Waves & Wind by Voice

Weeping at Grave of Friend Lazarus – Calls him to Life from the Dead 

Sweats Blood in Agonizing Prayer “Father, if you are willing, remove this Cup”

Confronts Arresters in Garden > Overwhelms them with His Sheer Presence 

Jesus just BEEN in POWER House of PRAYER – Talking to Father God
Jesus…lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him”
    John 17:1,2
         Jesus RULES over ALL People > He REDEEMS HIS Chosen People 

KING on the MARCH – Son of God – Light of World – Goes into Darkness

b. Purpose – Jesus LEFT the UPPER Room to CONFRONT the EVIL ONE 

…the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 






John 14.30,31

v. 1 …he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered
Garden – John NOT use word GETHSEMANE / Mt, Mk, Lk NOT GARDEN

Jesus had RICH BENEFACTOR made GARDEN Available to Him & TEAM

John presents AUTHORITY NOT the AGONY of Jesus / Triumph not Trials 

As Jesus WON Battle this GARDEN / We WELCOMED to TREE of LIFE 
Story of BIBLE BEGAN in Garden will END in GARDEN-City of God 

EDEN 






GETHSEMANE 

Delightful







Terrible

Adam & Eve talked with Satan 

Last Adam talked to Heavenly Father

Adam Sinned 





Adam’s Savior Suffered

Adam Fell






Second Adam Stood

Conflict during Day




Conflict during Night

Adam fell before Satan



Soldiers fell before Christ

Human Race Lost




Jesus lost None of God’s Own

Adam took Fruit from Eve’s Hand

Jesus took Cup from Father’s hand

Adam HID Himself




True Adam SHOWED Himself

God Sought Adam





God sought God 

Adam was DRIVEN Out 



     Christ was LED Out 

Genesis 1 & 2 – 1st PARENTS in Perfect Garden > Gen 3 “Now the Serpent..”

vs. 2,3 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
Seems at FIRST like JUDAS & Soldiers have UPPER HAND over King Jesus 
Judas leads Commando Snatch-Team – TEMPLE Guards must MAKE ARREST

ROMAN Soldiers BACKING Them Up – Just in Case Jews begin to RIOT 

Peter NEEDS to Pull Out SWORD and Defend HELPLESS Unarmed Friend
JESUS – NOT Judas – had SET THIS TRAP and placed HIMSELF as BAIT 
v. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”

True KING had LEGIONS of Heaven’s Angels ready if He CALLED THEM 

NOTHING happening OUTSIDE of SOVEREIGN JURISDICTION of Jesus

c. Proclamation > Jesus has to HELP Assailants Carry out their ARREST!
Vs. 5-6 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.
Tough Battlehardened Troops > Knocked Flat by Unarmed, Peasant, Rabbi 

Our English translations for Intelligibility ADD word HE > lit. “I AM”

Jesus PUBLIC Declaration of DIVINE NAME > All things DEPEND on Him 

No Beginning, No End, No Because > HE Depends on NOTHING

Like EZEKIEL – DANIEL – JOHN > Fall Down Before GLORIOUS GOD

NO OTHER Founder of Major Religion has EVER said THIS

NOT POINTING to Way of Life, Principle, or Pathway > Points to HIMSELF!

SAY: “I do not know if Jesus is Son of God, but I love the teachings of Jesus!”

That MEANS you have NEVER UNDERSTOOD what Jesus is SAYING! 

Either Christ was the Messiah He said He was or a complete nutcase. I mean, we're talking nutcase on the level of Charles Manson…The idea that the entire course of civilization for over half of the globe could have its fate changed and turned upside-down by a nutcase, for me, that's farfetched!

Bono
To be NEUTRAL or PASSIVE about Jesus Christ > No Intellectual Integrity

TODAY Enemies of Christ: Still Attacking with Foolish Weapons, Feeble Lights

Thus the forces of evil in their sinister confederacy – personal treason in the person of Judas, corrupt religion expressed by the temple police, political ruthlessness embodied in the Roman soldiery, and behind all, the malignant form of the prince of this world – all fall back before this meek monarch who offers himself up to their will. 






Bruce Milne

KING Jesus is the SUPREME STAR Shining on that DARK NIGHT 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. 







Psalm 139.11,12
2. Saving Priest

a. Righteous - OT LAW – High Priest remains in OFFICE until DEATH 

If told 1st C Jews Jesus came as High Priest – They’d say “Another One?”  ANNAS DEPOSED by Roman Governor 15 A.D. – 4 of his Sons followed him 
Caiaphas – CURRENT HIGH PRIEST of Record at THAT TIME – Son in Law

the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas  Luke 3.2 > TRUE REALITY
HIGH PRIEST of the People of God > Before long awaited Messiah of Israel 
v. 19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.
1st So-Called TRIALS > Annas, Caiaphas, Sanhedrin, Pilate, Herod, Pilate = 6

3 Religious / 3 Government – ALL 6 RUSHED > ALL of them UNJUST 

CHANCE to ENTHRONE Him – King: DAVID’S Throne / Priest: Melchizedek
ANNAS Rather SLAP Him in Face than WORSHIP and SERVE Him

1. ARREST at NIGHT /  2.  Hired TRAITOR and INFORMANT

3. NO SPECIFIC Charge or FORMAL ACCUSATION against the ACCUSED

vs. 20-23 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?”
NOT Evasive answer > DEMAND to be TRIED Properly, Expose INJUSTICE

MOCKERY of Justice – Many Illegal Procedures, Tried to Appear Upright

Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.




Matthew 26.59,60

He had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 


Hebrews 2.17,18
b. Ruler - THEY did Not Set the Timetable or Circumstances > JESUS DID! 

TRIAL was put Together HASTILY with INADEQUATE PREPARATION
TEXT MSG from Judas late at NIGHT > NOW!! Tonight! I can Lead U to Him!

Jesus UNARRESTABLE > Keep FAILING to Catch Him

CROWDS would like to MAKE JESUS their KING

Needed SECRET ARREST at Time when Crowds in Jerusalem Unpredictable

FEAR of Christ Himself > Unusual APPEAL to MASSES > Pleased CROWDS

…they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew









John 6.16

Many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?” The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him… The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived?”







John 7.31-32, 45-47

HOW can you ARREST Someone when OWN GUARDS Will Not Do It? 

They picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.








John 8.59

Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped from their hands.
John 10.39

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”…So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”    John 12.12,13,19 

NOW Jesus LINGERED –In Prayer– WAITING for Arresting Mob to Come 

LUDICROUS Picture – Men w/ Crude Weapons coming to Capture Son of God 

Jesus – Light of World  - Surrounded by Darkness, Come with Lanterns
What PRIESTS, SCRIBES, ELDERS did during this TRIAL of Jesus

NOT Much DIFFERENT from what MEN & WOMEN are Doing TODAY

Christ PROCLAIMED as UNIQUE Son of God  - Millions REJECT His Defense

When they came for Him in the garden, did they know?
Did they know He was the Son of God, did they know that He was Lord?
                                  



      “In The Garden” by Bob Dylan
c. Redeemer Jesus Boldly goes to Place where Judas can Expect to Find Him 

vs. 7-9 So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.”
DETACHMENT of Soldiers = 200 ? / Ready to ARREST All His Followers

“Are you DEMANDING / Seeking Me?”

“Let them Go / FORGIVE them!” > He will TAKE Their PLACE!

NO Weapons Needed > Jesus PEACEFULLY Surrendered to Them

v. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people.
 (John 11) 
BACKGROUND DETAIL puts WHOLE Scene into PERSPECTIVE

Peter TRIES to SAVE the DAY – But He is the ONE that NEEDS SAVING!

vs. 10,11  Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

Kingdom will NOT Come by FIGHTING Sword but by FALLING Under It  

He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 








Genesis 3.24 

Jesus TOOK that Sword – NOW in Him the TREE of LIFE is ours by Faith
2 Pictures of Judgment > SWORD & CUP – Cup of Judgment and WRATH

Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am sending among them.”  






Jeremiah 25.15,16

In the strange mercy of God the cup of his righteous wrath is given into the hands, not of his enemies, but of his beloved Son. And he will drink it down to the dregs until the moment comes when ‘I thirst’ gives place to ‘It is finished.’










Lesslie Newbigin 

3. Solemn Prophet

a. Reveals – Hard to FIND TRUTH / Presiding Gov. “What is T?” Exist??
Jewish Law / Roman Law – 2 Most Respected Codes of Law in Human History 
6 SHAM TRIALS 3 Jewish Religious / 3 Roman Gov’t > ALL of them UNJUST 

TODAY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL tells us MORE than 100 Nations 

UNJUST IMPRISONMENT and TORTURE are Regularly PRACTICED 

To call for justice in this world (which Jesus never once did; nor did He at any point give any indication of expecting justice, or, in any of His reported utterances, so much as mention the word) amounts in practice to calling for something, which by its nature cannot be just – viz, law. To cry out for justice in human terms is as foolish as calling for iced water in the middle of the Sahara. From men we can look for mercy and pity, and thanks to Jesus, from God  forgiveness; but Justice – never!...If we were capable of rendering or receiving justice we should need no laws to codify injustice; no parliamentarians to make laws, lawyers to argue them, police to enforce them, revolutionaries to reject them with a view to remaking them in due course, prisons and executioners to dispose of all who refuse to abide by them. ‘I only care for justice,’ is the cry of every counterfeiter, whether of the hopes, the fears, or just the cash wherewith we live. By comparison with asking for justice, the moon is a trifle, eternity a throwaway line, and happiness on  ready sale at every supermarket. 












Malcom Muggeridge 

PROPHETS CALLED for JUSTICE – This Great & Final Prophet Got None 
John NOT Impressed with Weakness of Men > FOCUS on POWER of Jesus

Jesus: “O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known” 



John 17.25,26
Jerusalem ½ Mile above Sea-Level COOL on SPRING Nights > Peter @ Fire
WARM Embrace of HOSTILE World > Peter FULFILLED PROPHECY
Jesus to Peter: “Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.”





John 13.38
PETER WOULD BUCKLE Under Pressure of this DARK NIGHT – 3 X’s
While Jesus was BEING BEATEN, Peter trying to make self  COMFORTABLE 

Jesus ON TRIAL before Jewish Authorities / PETER On Trial by the CROWDS

Jesus – BLOODIED, BEATEN, ABANDONED – Will STAND for US
John has constructed a dramatic contrast wherein Jesus stands up to his questioners and denies nothing, while Peter cowers before his questioners and denies everything. 






Raymond Brown
Here is a SHEPHERD LOYAL to His Flock, Not because they were Faithful 

Because of His UNCONDITIONAL LOVE for them > Life-Giving LOVE 

One person speaking the truth has more power than a whole city living in falsehood.






 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn
b. Restores v. 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.
CROWING of COCK announces DAWNING of NEW DAY > FORGIVENESS
PETER says he’s DONE w/ JESUS / Thankfully, Jesus is NOT Done with Peter
Saving GRACE for His DISCIPLES > Protected Them, Took their Punishment

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 




John 6.39

Peter had 3 years GRADUATE Training direct from Jesus Christ

Jesus SHOULD have been SO FRUSTRATED by his Chief Disciple’s Stupidity

But He kindly says, “OK, Peter, let’s go over the Gospel ONE MORE Time!”

If you HEARD this Message and NOW REJECT Jesus > Sucks to be You!
How can you Stand in presence of God? – You WON’T!

GLIMPSE of God’s Glory, Just a NANO-SECOND knocks person DOWN

People RUNNING in Panic during EARTHQUAKE, FLOOD, FIRE

Point > If PETER can Fall, then ANYONE Can Fall

Peter had Confessed Him as CHRIST / He Chopped of an Ear to Defend Him

REJECTION of this LOVE GIFT of MERCY > UNFORGIVABLE Sin 

No other Way to be JUSTLY Pardoned by a HOLY GOD 

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 
Hebrews 10.26,27

TRUTH > We ALL FALL – Pagan Soldiers OR Jesus CLOSE Disciple

NONE of Us can Fulfill Own Standard / I will Never Deny!! Already DID! 
QUESTION – Not will you FALL? You DID! Will you GET UP??

50 Days Later – After CROSS and RESURRECTION….

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words… This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  




Acts 2.14,32,33
OLD Man SIMEON > Prophecy about BABY Jesus…

“…this child – Jesus Christ - is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed…so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”









 Luke 2.34,35

JESUS came for FALLEN People – By His GRACE, FAITH in Him > Get Up! 

STAND! If Standing at End of Battle > Probably WIN! 

Take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore…  
Ephesians 6.13.14

WHO Killed Jesus? Last 2000 yrs VOLATILE / Sometimes VIOLENT Question

GENTILES blame Jews & JEWS blame a Gentile named PONTIUS PILATE

JOHN > Person to BLAME for the CROSS is GOD

No QUESTION HORRIBLE Cross was TRAGEDY > John: also a TRIUMPH

John NOT see Jesus as VICTIM but as VICTOR

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son

John 3.16

For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”



John 10.17,18

He ordered the events of this last Passover week to indicate the meaning of what He was doing. For just as He ordered His entry into Jerusalem to correspond to the exact time at which the Passover lambs were being led up to the city, so also did He time His death to coincide with the killing of those same lambs. He was the great Passover Lamb of which they were but shadows. It was His blood, rather than theirs, which was to take away the sins of the world.    James Boice 
God PAID INFINITE Price of Redemption with His OWN BLOOD 

No WORRIES about the CHUMP CHANGE you need for ANYTHING Else!  

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?


Romans 8.32

RECEIVE this Wondrous GIFT Saving Love > Got you All Taken Care Of  

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

Jude 24,25

****************
John 18 1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient that one man should die for the people. 15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself.  19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.
1. What does ‘the cup’ (v. 11, Isaiah 51.17,22) teach us about the ordeal Jesus is facing? 
2. Why does John repeat the comment given earlier by Caiaphas (v. 14, 11.49-53)? How does this impact your reading of this story? 

3. What character do you most identify with in this story? Why?

4. Contrast the obvious guilt of Peter with the innocence of Jesus? How does this illustrate how Jesus is ‘on trial’ for us (vs. 8,9)?

